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Student Recruitment Guidelines
FY2026 Habitat Studies in Poland

Graduate School of Sustainability Science
The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences
Tottori University

1. Program Overview and Objectives

This program offers students the opportunity to participate in the “Habitat Studies” course
conducted in English at the Faculty of Biology, University of Warsaw. The program focuses on the
scientific assessment of natural environments, including wetlands, oak forests, alder forests, coniferous
forests, semi-natural grasslands, and abandoned agricultural lands in northern Poland. Through
fieldwork and laboratory exercises, students will develop practical skills in soil science, plant ecology,
ecosystem ecology, and ecosystem services assessment.

Lectures cover the relationships among climate, geography, topography, hydrological
conditions, soils, and vegetation, with emphasis on the processes that shape and sustain natural
ecosystems. During field exercises, students will conduct geological and soil investigations and
examine the physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of soils. Soil and sediment samples
collected in the field will be analyzed in the laboratory.

Students will observe soil invertebrates and fungi involved in organic matter decomposition,
nutrient cycling, and soil formation, while studying aquatic plants, plankton communities, and
ecosystem functions in small water bodies. In addition, students will examine the relationship between
land management practices and environmental conservation through practical case studies.

The program concludes with group presentations and discussions based on the results of field
investigations and data analyses.
Through these activities, students are expected to develop the ability to:

1. Understand and scientifically evaluate the ecosystem functions in the field
Identify key ecological factors influencing soil properties and vegetation

3. Analyze complex interactions among organisms with different ecological functions in natural and
semi-natural ecosystems

4. Apply modern techniques in soil science and ecology appropriately and effectively




2. Eligibility and Requirements

Applicants must meet all of the following conditions.

1)

2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

Be currently enrolled in either: (1) the master’s course in the Department of Dryland Science or the
Department of Agricultural Science, Graduate School of Science for Sustainable Society, or (2) the
Doctoral course of the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Tottori University, under
the supervision of a faculty member participating in a research project of IPDRE.

Be physically and mentally fit and highly motivated to participate in the program.
Obtain approval from their academic supervisor and parents/guardians.

Possess sufficient English proficiency to participate in lectures, discussions, and field activities
conducted in English.

Agree that their names, program activities, and reports may be published on Tottori University
websites and printed materials.

Have completed either the “Overseas Safety Short Intensive Seminar (e-learning)” or “Overseas
Safety Management [” prior to the departure. (The former 2-credit version of the courses completed
by 2025 is also accepted).

3. Academic Credit

Upon successful completion of the program, participants will receive a certificate of

completion issued by the University of Warsaw. Students enrolled in the Graduate School of
Sustaninability Science may apply for academic credit through the Department of Dryland Science or
the Department of Agricultural Science. Credits will be awarded following a review by the graduate
school.

Students enrolled in the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences (UGSAS) may apply

to have the program recognized as “Overseas Training,” provided that an “Implementation Plan” is
submitted after completion of the program.

4. Program Period

Friday, August 28 to Tuesday, Septemberl5, 2026
Note: Dates may change depending on flight schedules.

5. Number of Participants
Approximately 7- 8 students

Selection will be made based on the submitted documents and interviews. Please note that the program
may be canceled if the number of applicants does not meet the minimum requirement.



6. Program Costs and Financial Responsibilities

University-covered expenses:

e Travel costs (Tottori airport - Warsaw airport)

Microbus rental

Masurian Center for Biodiversity

e Instruction and supervision fees charged by professors and Nature Education

of University of Warsaw

Student-covered expenses:

. . ®
e Accommodation, meals, and local transportation expenses University of Warsaw

e Overseas travel insurance fees

e Visa application fees (if applicable)

7. Accompanying Faculty Members

Professor Takao ISHIKAWA (University of Warsaw)
Professor Jiro ARIMA (Tottori University)
Associate Professor Takeshi TANIGUCHI (Tottori University)

8. Program Location

Masurian Lakeland, Republic of Poland
The Masurian Center for Biodiversity and Nature Education in Urwitatt
http://mazury.biol.uw.edu.pl/english/

9. Course Instructors

»  Professor Matgorzata Suska-Malawska (MSM)
Specialization: Biogeochemistry, Soils Science, Ecosystem Ecology

»  Professor Iwona Jasser (1J)
Specialization: Hydrobiology and Microbial Ecology

»  Dr. Monika Mgtrak Ph.D. (MM)
Specialization: Biogeochemistry (Organic Matter Dynamics), Ecosystem Ecology

»  Dr. Mteusz Wilk Ph.D. (MW)
Specialization: Mycology, Soil Biology

10. Schedule (previous year’s)

August 22 (Fri) Departure from Tottori

August 23 (Sat) Arrival in Warsaw, Stay in Warsaw

August 24 (Sun) Move to The Masurian Center for Biodiversity and Nature Education in Urwitatt
http://mazury.biol.uw.edu.pl/english/
Introduction to the Habitat Studies Course
1. Lecture: Landscape and geohistory of the Masurian Lakes Region

August 25(Mon) 2. Field: Landscape and nature observation of the Masurian Lakes Region

3. Lecture: Formation and characteristics of peatlands
4. Lecture: History and culture of the Lake Masurian Region



http://mazury.biol.uw.edu.pl/english/

Regular classes
1. Lecture: Soils of the Lake Masurian region and field methods in soil science

August 26(Tue) 2. Field: Coniferous and marsh forests - soil profile description, vegetation survey,
soil sampling
3. Laboratory: Processing of soil and sediment samples
Regular classes
1. Field: Oak-shade forest and alder-soil profile description, vegetation survey, soil
August 27 (Wed) sampling

2. Lecture: fungi - diversity and function, function-based survey methods
3. Laboratory: processing soil and sediment samples 4. lecture: soil invertebrates
4. Lecture: soil invertebrates - diversity and function, function-based methods

August 28 (Thu)

Regular classes

1. Field: All study sites - soil invertebrate and mycorrhizal sampling

2. Laboratory: Macrofauna sorting

3. Laboratory: Setting up the Zurgren apparatus

4. Laboratory: Soil chemical analysis - pH, EC, particle size analysis Part 1
5. Preparation of organic sediment samples

Regular classes
1. Laboratory: Identification of fungi

August 29 (Fri) 2. Laboratory: Soil chemical analysis - pH, EC, particle size analysis Part 2
3. Laboratory: Analysis of organic sediments
Regular classes
1. Laboratory: Soil chemical analysis - particle size analysis Part 3

August 30 (Sat) 2. Laboratory: Identification of fungi

3. Laboratory: Identification of soil invertebrates
4. Laboratory: Dry mass analysis of soil Part 1

August 31 (Sun)

Regular classes

1. Lecture: Physical and chemical characteristics of soils

2. Lecture: Biodiversity of lake ecosystems and the role of small water bodies in
agricultural landscapes

3. Field: Water sampling for chemical and algal analysis from small watersheds
4. Laboratory: Dry mass analysis of soil Part 2

5. Laboratory: Soil chemical analysis - particle size analysis Part 4

September 1 (Mon)

Regular classes

1. Laboratory: Identification of algae and aquatic plants
2. Workshop: Watershed conservation

3. Data processing of survey sites

September 2 (Tue)

Summary Preparation
1. Data processing of survey sites assigned to each group

September 3 (Wed)

Summary Preparation
1. Prepare a presentation on the research sites assigned to each group assigned
habitats

September 4 (Thu)

Final Presentation
1. Final presentation
2. Cleaning and packing

September 5 (Fri)

Departure from Urwitatt to Warsaw

September 6 (Sat)

Sightseeing around Warsaw

September 7 (Sun)

Departure from Warsaw

September 8 (Mon)

Arrival in Tottori via Narita *Arrival in Tottori may be on the 9th




11. Application Period and Required Documents
Application Period: Monday, May 18 ~ Friday, May 29, 2026

Application Deadline:  12:00 PM, Friday, May 29, 2026

Application documents:

(1) Application form
(2) Copy of Passport

(3) Proof of English proficiency (TOEIC, TOEFL, Eiken, etc.) unless you are enrolled
in Special Program

12. Selection Schedule and Notification

Interview Schedule and Venue

Applicants will be informed of the interview date, time, and venue through their
academic supervisors during the week of Monday, June 1, 2026.

(Each interview is expected to last approximately 10 minutes.)

Notification of Results

Applicants will be notified of the selection results through their academic supervisors
on or after Monday, June 8, 2026.

m Application documents submission in PDF;
Email: ipd-zim@ml.adm.tottori-u.ac.jp,
International Platform for Dryland Research and Education (IPDRE)

m Contact
Prof. Dai NAGAMATSU, Faculty of Agriculture, Tottori University
Tel.: 0857-31-5112
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SH S EERBIAFAER [R—7 > FREZFOS T L] BHFES
2026 Habitat Studies in Poland, program of Tottori University's Graduate Schools

Application Form

;‘9 Z)Z:t NR2F— b EDEK4L As shown on Passport o A

N Student ID
ame

i FHREHE

Affiliation Supervisor

R BEE « 7 LAX—Z0FE)

Health condition (including any pre-existing conditions or allergies)

BB, Reasons for application
1 U u ST LZBMLTUTEEZND
What would you want to gain by participating in this program?




2 UBTUuSTARCBMTEIENHEEOMRICED L I IR LE X D

How do you think participating in this program would benefit your own research?

A ANWERME  Applicant

FRONBIZE VUK TR T T LDICHFELE T, £ A H AKNEA
Based on the above, | hereby apply for the program. Date: Signature

EHBMETM Supervisor
LERBAENRUE T ST LACHETIELTALET, 22 A H KEHEEA

I hereby confirm that the above student is authorized to apply for the program. Date: Signature

REESHERM  Guardian

LRPENRYZR TS T LACHETOIFLTALET, £ A A REEEEAL
(RN & DRELR
| hereby confirm that the above student is authorized to apply for the program. Date: Signature (Relationship to applicant)

AREHFEFE~DOUAEHE : Please attach:

1  NRARFR—Ppab— Passport Copy

2 HEFREZIEATIEETOEC Ra7T, HRFEIESE) (FER) Proof of English proficiency (for non-English speaking students only)
#HS Submit to: Email : ipd-zim@mladm.tottori-uacjp [ERRERMAFFEH BB ELL  (IPDRE)

Please submit to: ipd-zim@ml.adm.tottori-u.ac.jp International Platform for Dryland Research and Education
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